
            

           Dear Madam, Dear Sir, 

 

On the occasion of the commemoration of the Great War, we have the pleasure to 

invite you to the colloquium organised on 20 April 2017 by the Royal Higher Institute for 

Defence on the theme:  
 

The United States as a “World Security Provider” 

From entering World War I to the shift towards the Pacific  

 

One hundred years ago, on 6 April 1917, the United States officially entered World 

War I. This happened more than thirty months after the violation of Belgium’s neutrality by 

the Kaiser’s Army on 4 August 1914. The interplay of strategic power alliances had made the 

conflict truly worldwide. On the Western front, after many campaigns and battles, the war 

got entangled into trench warfare. After having long remained apart, the United States broke 

with its policy of isolationism to commit itself militarily to the side of the allied powers.    

We will examine in historical terms the events that eventually led the United States 

to entering the war. What factors made U.S. political decision makers decide to break the 

isolationism? What were the circumstances that led the country to declare war on Germany 

and how did this decision influence future policies?  

By entering World War I, the United States becomes gradually a major international 

political, economic and security player: a great power whose geopolitical interests and 

national security strategy will, from then onwards, profoundly influence the nature and 

requirements of the international system.     

Today, this international system inherited from the last century, as well as the United 

States role and place therein, are at a crossroads. In a world undergoing drastic changes with 

new threats and geopolitical challenges, the fundamental dynamics that have made the U.S. a 

world security provider of the early 21st century are changing. What are the consequences 

for the transatlantic agenda and world governance? 

In order to address this subject, we have invited experts in U.S. political and military 

history.  They will address the historical aspects as well as future policies of the U.S. as a 

world security provider: Ambassador Howard GUTMAN (former United States Ambassador 

to Belgium, 2009-2013), Prof. Brian HOLDEN-REID (King’s College London), Prof. Bart 

KERREMANS (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven), Prof. Hall GARDNER (American 

University of Paris) and Dr Jeffrey MICHAELS (Joint Services Command and Staff College, 

UK). You can find the full programme on our website www.rhid.be    

This colloquium will take place on 20 April 2017 from 13:30 hours to 17:30 hours 

in the conference centre of the campus Renaissance (entrance: rue Hobbema 8, 

1000 Brussels). Lectures will be given in English, without simultaneous translation. 

Parking is available on the Cinquantenaire esplanade in front of the Royal Museum of the 

Armed Forces and Military History. We hope to welcome you all and kindly ask you to 

confirm your participation by registering online on the RHID’s website: www.rhid.be. 

Pre-registration is mandatory to access the premises. 
 

Programme: 

13 h 00 : Welcome 

13 h 30-17 h 30 : Colloquium 

17 h 30-18 h 45 : Reception 

(Signed) 

Fernand ROUVROI, MSc Eng 

Colonel GS 

Director-general 

Royal Higher Institute for Defence 
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