
 
 

Madam, Sir, 

 

We have the pleasure to inform you that the Royal Higher Institute for Defence is 

organising an evening conference on Wednesday 30 November 2016. 

 
 
 

 

Benelux Defence Cooperation: 

A Catalyst for European Defence Integration 

Mrs Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert 

Minister of Defence of the Netherlands 

 

On 18 April 2012 the Ministers of Defence of Belgium, the Netherlands and 

Luxemburg signed the Benelux Declaration on Defence Cooperation. This declaration aims to 

expand and deepen the long-standing Benelux cooperation in the field of defence, with a view 

to implementing the EU-promoted “pooling and sharing” policy in order to increase military 

effectiveness through the process of bringing armed forces closer together, cost-sharing and 

increasing the output in favour of operational capabilities. The Benelux countries identified 

several areas of cooperation, including logistics and maintenance, training, the execution of 

some military missions as well as the acquisition of equipment. 

This renewed Benelux cooperation paved the way for further integration between the 

armed forces of the three countries and for joint participation in NATO and European Union 

operations, through joint training and exercises as well as improved interoperability. 

The integrated Belgian-Dutch naval cooperation served as an example for the 

implementation of the Benelux Declaration. Other forms of cooperation have developed since 

then. For example, the Benelux Arms Control Agency was set up in 2014 and is in charge of 

conducting weapon inspections abroad. In 2015 the Benelux countries formalised a 

collaboration agreement in the field of aeromedical evacuation and signed a treaty for the joint 

monitoring of Benelux airspace. The land forces of the three countries have also entered a 

formal partnership this year.  

We are honoured to welcome Mrs Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert, Minister of Defence of 

the Netherlands. She will outline the situation regarding Benelux cooperation in the field of 

defence and present the Dutch Ministry of Defence’s vision on this topic. 

The conference will take place on Wednesday 30 November 2016 at 17:00 hours in 

the conference centre of the Campus Renaissance (entrance: rue Hobbema 8, 1000 Brussels). 

Lectures will be given in Dutch with simultaneous translation into English and French. 

Parking is available on the Cinquantenaire esplanade in front of the Royal Museum of the 

Armed Forces and Military History. We hope to welcome you all and kindly ask you to 

confirm your participation by registering online on the RHID’s website: www.rhid.be. 

Pre-registration is mandatory to access the premises and must reach us not later than 

Monday 28 November 2016. 

Programme: 

16:30 : Welcome 

17:00 : Conference and Q & A 

18:30-19:30 : Reception 

 

 

 

 

 

(Signed) 

Guido MAENE, MSc Eng 

Colonel GS 

Director-general 

Royal Higher Institute for Defence 

 
ADDRESS: ROYAL HIGHER INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE – CAMPUS RENAISSANCE 

AVENUE DE LA RENAISSANCE 30, 1000 BRUSSELS 

TEL: +32 2 44 14448 – FAX: +32 2 44 14442 – WWW.RHID.BE 

EVENING CONFERENCE 

http://www.rhid.be/

