
 
 

Madam, Sir, 

 

We have the pleasure to inform you that the Royal Higher Institute for Defence is 

organising an evening conference on Thursday 17 November 2016.  

 

Exploring extra-military roles inside African armies 

Dr Judith VERWEIJEN 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the  

Conflict Research Group, Ghent University 

Ms Anícia LALÁ 

SSR Advisor at the International Security Sector Advisory Team (ISSAT) 

Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) 

The engagement of armed forces in a broad range of extra-military activities that 

transgress duties traditionally assigned to them, i.e. the public security and defence domains, 

is a common feature in many Sub-Saharan states. However, their involvement in such 

activities has tarnished the image of African armed forces, which are viewed as marred by 

corruption, predation, unlawful use of force, and political meddling. This conference will 

look into the incentives underpinning military interventions in extra-military domains in Sub-

Saharan Africa and will analyse the state and social structures that feed and sustain such 

activities.  

In order to address this issue, we have invited two prominent speakers who will 

cover different aspects of the topic. Dr Judith Verweijen will share with us some results of 

her extensive field research on the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Congo and 

their involvement in revenue generation and civilian dispute processing. Ms Anícia Lalá, on 

the other hand, will draw on her longstanding experience in security sector governance to 

explore the plurality of political roles played by African armies. 

This conference will take place on Thursday 17 November 2016 at 17:00 hours in 

the conference centre of the Campus Renaissance (entrance: Rue Hobbema 8, 

1000 Brussels). The lecture will be given in English without simultaneous translation into 

French or Dutch. Parking is available on the Cinquantenaire esplanade in front of the Royal 

Museum of the Armed Forces and Military History. We hope to welcome you all and kindly 

ask you to confirm your participation by registering online on the RHID’s website: 

www.rhid.be.  

Pre-registration is mandatory to access the premises and must reach us not later than 

Tuesday 15 November 2016. 

Programme: 

16:30  Welcome 

17:00  Conference and Q & A 

18:30-19:30 Reception 

 

 

 

 

(Signed) 

Guido MAENE, MSc Eng 

Colonel GS 

Director-general 

Royal Higher Institute for Defence 

 

 

 

 

 
ADDRESS: ROYAL HIGHER INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE – CAMPUS RENAISSANCE 

AVENUE DE LA RENAISSANCE 30, 1000 BRUSSELS 

TEL: +32 2 44 14448 – FAX: +32 2 44 14442 – WWW.RHID.BE 

EVENING CONFERENCE 

http://www.khid.be/

