
 
 

Dear Madam, Sir, 

 

We have the pleasure to inform you that the Royal Higher Institute for Defence is 

organising an evening conference on Thursday 23 March 2017.  

 

Political Islam(s) and jihadism(s): 

Dynamics and challenges 

Dr François Burgat 

Political scientist 

Research director at the CNRS IREMAM in Aix-en-Provence 

(Institut de recherches et d’études sur le monde arabe et musulman) 

 

In the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks, the issue of jihadism became a pervasive feature 

of the political landscape and discourse in western countries. Although it used to be 

restricted to remote areas of the Muslim world, from the south of the Mediterranean to the 

Middle East and Afghanistan, jihadism struck the very heart of the financial, economic, and 

military power of the United States on that day. Since then, the internationalist perspective 

of jihad has become a key challenge of our time, raising serious concerns about the scope 

of the phenomenon, its force of mobilisation and its capability to strike at random, as sadly 

demonstrated by the wave of terrorism that has been affecting Europe for nearly two years.  

 

The rapid spread of jihadism, commonly understood as a violent expression of 

radical Islamism, casts a shadow over the origins, the content, and the semantic 

development of a complex concept. What are the commonalities between the calls for jihad 

issued by groups as different and geographically remote from each other as Al-Shabaab, 

Boko Haram, the Islamic State, or al-Qaeda? What are the ongoing dynamics and 

developments in radical Islamist movements? What is the exact meaning of terms such as 

“Islamism”, “jihadism” and “radicalism”, and what are their political and religious 

foundations?  

 

We are pleased to welcome Dr François Burgat, political scientist and an authority 

on Islam and the contemporary Arab world. He will share with us his analysis of the 

emergence and evolution of contemporary jihad as well as its doctrinal and political 

implications. 

 

The conference will take place on Thursday 23
 
March 2017, at 17:00 hours, in the 

conference centre of the Campus Renaissance (entrance: Rue Hobbema 8, 1000 Brussels). 

Lecture will be given in French, without simultaneous translation into English or Dutch. 

Parking is available near the Royal Military Academy and on the Cinquantenaire esplanade 

in front of the Royal Museum of the Armed Forces and Military History. We are looking 

forward to welcoming you and kindly ask you to confirm your participation by registering 

online on the RHID’s website: www.rhid.be. 

Pre-registration is mandatory to access the premises and must reach us no later than 

Tuesday 21 March 2017. 

Programme: 

16:30  Welcome 

17:00  Conference and Q & A 

18:30-19:30 Reception 

 

 

 

(Signed) 

Fernand ROUVROI, MSc Eng 

Colonel GS 

Director-general 

Royal Higher Institute for Defence 

ADDRESS: ROYAL HIGHER INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE – CAMPUS RENAISSANCE 

AVENUE DE LA RENAISSANCE 30, 1000 BRUSSELS 

TEL: +32 2 44 14448 – FAX: +32 2 44 14442 – WWW.RHID.BE 

EVENING CONFERENCE 

http://www.rhid.be/

