
 
 

Dear Madam, Sir, 

 

We have the pleasure to inform you that the Royal Higher Institute for Defence is 

organising an evening conference on Thursday 28 February 2019. 

 

40 YEARS OF ISLAMIC REPUBLIC: IRAN, A STATE OF PLAY 
 

Prof. Dr Firouzeh NAHAVANDI 

Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB) 

Prof. Dr Pierre PAHLAVI 

Canadian Forces College (CFC) 

 

Forty years after the Islamic Revolution, which was eventually appropriated by 

Ayatollah Khomeini, Iran is still the subject of numerous questions linked to the troubled 

situation currently prevailing in the Middle East. Internally, the « Mullahs’ Republic » shows 

the paradoxical image of a society whose artistic dynamism has to come to terms with a strong 

religious censorship, where more and more women hold a university degree but are segregated, 

where the « connected » youth is cyclically repressed when it calls for innovation, etc. 

Externally, although politically isolated and economically drained, Iran is a growing source of 

concern for its regional Arab and Israeli rivals, as competitive forces have so much evolved in 

its favour in recent years, particularly in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen. 

With a view to attempting to better understand the dynamics currently at work in an 

international context primarily marked by the US withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal in 

May 2018, we are pleased to welcome Prof. Dr Firouzeh Nahavandi (ULB) and Prof. Dr Pierre 

Pahlavi (CFC), who will both shed light on present-day Iran’s domestic societal challenges 

and regional geopolitical developments. 

This conference will take place on Thursday 28 February 2019 at 17:00 hours in 

the conference centre of the Campus Renaissance (entrance: rue Hobbema 8, 1000 Brussels). 

The lecture will be given in French with simultaneous translation into Dutch and English. 

Parking is available on the Cinquantenaire esplanade in front of the Royal Museum of the 

Armed Forces and Military History. We are looking forward to welcoming you and kindly ask 

you to confirm your participation by registering online on the RHID’s website: www.rhid.be. 

 

Pre-registration is mandatory to access the premises and must reach us not later than 

Friday 22 February 2019. 

 

Programme: 

16:30  Registration 

17:00  Conference and Q & A 

18:30-19:30 Reception 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Signed) 

Tim VAN LANGENHOVE, MSc Eng 

Colonel GS 

Director-general 

Royal Higher Institute for Defence 

 

 

ADDRESS: ROYAL HIGHER INSTITUTE FOR DEFENCE – CAMPUS RENAISSANCE 

AVENUE DE LA RENAISSANCE 30, 1000 BRUSSELS 

TEL: +32 2 44 14448 – FAX : +32 2 44 14442 – WWW.RHID.BE 

EVENING CONFERENCE 

http://www.rhid.be/

